Mother worries about Wifi in schools
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0 Comments 
As wireless Internet service is installed in a number of local public schools, the mother of two Langley Fine Arts School students is raising the alarm because of health concerns about the dangers of electromagnetic fields.

Invisible to the human eye, electromagnetic fields are present everywhere. In nature, they are produced by a buildup of electrical charges in the atmosphere, usually during a thunderstorm.

Plenty of manmade sources of electromagnetic fields exist, and many are in the home: toasters, microwave ovens, televisions, and vacuum cleaners. Cell phones emit these fields, and the jury is still out on whether the devices are linked to brain cancer.

Una St. Clair-Moniz has written to the Langley School District expressing concern about the levels of electromagnetic radiation emitted by wireless networks at her children's school.

She has started a web site, www.citizensforsafetechnology.org, for parents, grandparents, teachers, health professionals, business people and students concerned about the rapid spread of untested and unregulated wireless technologies in schools and communities in Canada.

Langley School District spokesman Craig Spence said that St. Clair-Moniz's information will be reviewed "in the context of the regulatory framework covering wireless technology."

Wireless devices and others that create an electromagnetic field are regulated by Industry Canada, which in turn applies the standards established by Health Canada under Safety Code 6.

"Installations in Langley School District meet those requirements, which have thresholds far below what is considered a health risk to children or staff," Spence said.

Safety Code 6 is the problem, St. Clair-Moniz says, because scientists themselves are saying there is no consensus.

There are more than 100 credible, highly qualified scientists around the world who say that Safety Code 6, compiled in 1999, is based on information that is now outdated and incorrect, she said.

"Safety Code 6 speaks about consensus in the science community. But the scientists (today) are saying there is no consensus," St. Clair-Moniz said.

"The current guidelines are inadequate to protect the public."

St. Clair-Moniz, who has asked to address the Langley Board of Education's May 19 meeting, said what is needed are studies that focus on radiation exposure in children.

She said that parents need to examine both sides of the picture, but the solution is to keep hard-wired service because there is no risk.

Many schools in B.C. are installing wireless technology in order to improve the delivery of programs and services to students, and one of the benefits of wireless networks is the ability to bring mobile computer labs or laptop computers into the classroom to facilitate collaborative work and research projects, Spence said.

The technology increases the flexibility of districts in their use of computers and communications technology.

Spence quoted a May, 2006 statement from the World Health Organization which said: "Considering the very low exposure levels and research results collected to date, there is no convincing scientific evidence that the weak RF (Radio Frequency) signals from base stations and wireless networks cause adverse health effects."

Despite that reassurance, the school district will consider information about wireless networks provided by members of the public.

"However, decisions about the safe use of technology must be guided by the regulatory agencies, which have a responsibility for assessing risks and establishing appropriate parameters. The district encourages those who have concerns about the safety of wireless devices to make them known to Industry Canada and Health Canada," Spence said.

