Quotes of Note

“Fresh Ideas are not always the best ideas.” 

 fortune cookie: author unknown
_________________________________________
John Adams  1735 - 1826  

2nd U.S. President

"Liberty can not be preserved without general knowledge among people." 

________________________________________
Isaac Asimov   1920 – 1992
American author, Professor of Biochemistry and President of the American Humanist Association
“The saddest aspect of life right now is that science gathers knowledge faster than society gathers wisdom.”
_________________________________________
Elizabeth Barrett Browning   1806-1861

British Poet 

“Measure not the work until the day's out and the labor done.”
________________________________________
Gautama Buddha   c 563 BCE - c 483 BCE 

Spiritual Teacher

"Thousands of candles can be lighted from a single candle, and the life of the candle will not be shortened. Happiness never decreases by being shared."

________________________________________
Edmund Burke   1729 - 1797   

Irish political philosopher

“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.”

________________________________________
Albert Camus   1913 - 1960

Author, philosopher

Nothing is more despicable than respect based on fear.”

________________________________________
Carlos Castaneda     1925-1998

Peruvian-born American anthropologist and author

"Look at every path closely and deliberately.  Try it as many times as you think necessary. Then ask yourself and yourself alone one question. This question is one that a very old man asks . . . Does this path have a heart? If it does, the path is good. If it doesn't it is of no use." 
________________________________________
Winston Churchill  1874 - 1965


British Statesman

"A lie gets halfway around the world before the truth has a chance to get its pants on." 
“You have enemies?  Good. That means you've stood up for something, sometime in your life."

“Courage is what it takes to stand up and speak; courage is also what it takes to sit down and listen.”
________________________________________
Leonard Cohen  1934 - 

Canadian poet, singer-song writer, novelist

“There is a crack, a crack in everything.  That’s how the light gets in.”

________________________________________
Charles Caleb Colton  1780 - 1832

author and clergyman 

“The soundest argument will produce no more conviction in an empty head than the most superficial declamation; as a feather and a guinea fall with equal velocity in a vacuum.”

________________________________________
Rosemary Delnavine   

concerned citizen 

"Those who now dismiss or disparage the abundant longstanding evidence of microwave technology's harm to human health will find themselves, inexorably, on the wrong side of history. This widening of the gap between the application of wise foresight and comfortable, buck-passing, willful ignorance has happened over and over again in history, but politicians seem least able to comprehend that. When the historical gap has widened to an abyss, it is too late to jump back to the side of responsibility. One cannot claim, 'I never knew' when left standing on the side of 'I knew but did not care enough to act.'" 

________________________________________
Albert Einstein   1879 – 1955

German theoretical physicist

“Any intelligent fool can make things bigger and more complex. It takes a touch of genius - and a lot of courage to move in the opposite direction. “
  

“We can't solve problems by using the same kind of thinking we used when we created them. “

________________________________________
Mohandes Gandhi   1869 -1948  

Political and ideological leader in India

"There is a higher court than courts of justice and that is the court of conscience.  It supersedes all other courts." 

"The spirit of democracy is not a mechanical thing to be adjusted by abolition of forms.  It requires change of heart."  

________________________________________
Vaclav Havel    1936 –

Playwright, essayist, poet, Czech Politician
"We must not be afraid of dreaming the seemingly impossible if we want the seemingly impossible to become a reality."

________________________________________
Aldous Huxley
1894 -1963  

English author, pacifist, humanist

“Facts don’t cease to exist just because they are ignored.”
________________________________________
Dresden James  1931 – 2008

Author

"When a well-packaged web of lies has been sold gradually to the masses over generations, the truth will seem utterly preposterous and its speaker a raving lunatic." 
________________________________________
Jefferson, Thomas  1743 – 1846

Third President of the United States and the principal author of the Declaration of Independence

A wise and frugal government, which shall leave men free to regulate their own pursuits of industry and improvement, and shall not take from the mouth of labor the bread it has earned - this is the sum of good government. 

________________________________________
Jesus   c 5 BCE - c 30 AD  

Central figure of Christianity

“May those who have Eyes, See; and those who have Ears, Hear”
________________________________________
Samuel Johnson  1709 - 1784

British author

“Courage is reckoned the greatest of all virtues; because, unless a man has that virtue, he has no security for preserving any other.” 
________________________________________
Mary Rose Kaczorowski (a.k.a. Redwood Mary) 

Environmental activist

"Remaining silent about the destruction of nature is an endorsement of that destruction."

________________________________________
John F. Kennedy  1917 - 1963  

35th President of the U.S. 

"Sometimes we enjoy the comfort of opinion without the discomfort of thought." 

"A nation that is afraid to let its people judge the truth and falsehood in an open market is a nation that is afraid of its people."   

“The rights of every man are diminished, when the rights of one man are threatened.”    State of the Union address

“Few men are willing to brave the disapproval of their fellows, the censure of their colleagues, the wrath of their society.

Moral courage is a rarer commodity than bravery in battle or great intelligence. Yet it is the one essential, vital quality for those who seek to change a world which yields most painfully to change."
________________________________________
Audré Lorde    1934 – 1993

Caribbean-American writer, poet and activist

“Your silence will not protect you.”

________________________________________
Martin Luther King Jr.  1929 - 1968  

Clergyman, activist, leader

"Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter." 

"In the End, we will remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence of our friends." 

“A time comes when silence is betrayal.” 

________________________________________
Charles Mackay    1814 – 1889

Scottish poet and journalist

"Men think in herds, go mad in herds, but recover their senses one by one."
________________________________________
Marshall McLuhan 1911 – 1980
Canadian Educator, Author, Philosopher and Scholar

“A point of view can be a dangerous luxury when substituted for insight and understanding.”

“We become what we behold. We shape our tools and then our tools shape us.”

________________________________________
Margaret Mead   1901-1978   

U.S. anthropologist

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”

________________________________________
Anais Nin   1903 - 1977   

French-Cuban author

"The world shrinks or expands in proportion to one's courage."  

________________________________________
Paracelsus   1493 - 1541   

physician, botanist, alchemist

"That which is looked upon by one generation as the apex of human knowledge is often considered an absurdity by the next, and that which is regarded as a superstition in one century may form the basis of science for the following one."  

"alterius non sit qui suus esse potest" which means "let no man that can belong to himself be of another."

________________________________________
Irene Peter
American Writer

“Just because everything is different doesn’t mean anything has changed.”  

________________________________________
Proverbs 11:29  
King James Bible

“He that troubleth his own house shall inherit the wind: and the fool shall be servant to the wise of heart.”

________________________________________
Eleanor Roosevelt   1884 – 1962

First Lady of the United States and advocate for civil rights

"…when you have decided what you believe, what you feel must be done, have the courage to stand alone and be counted."

________________________________________

George Sand   1804-1876

French novelist, memoirist

Simplicity is the most difficult thing to secure in this world; it is the last limit of experience and the last effort of genius.  

________________________________________
George Santayana   1863 - 1952, 

Spanish American philosopher and writer

“ Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it."

________________________________________
Arthur Schopenhauer   1788 - 1860  

German philosopher

"All truth passes through three stages. First, it is ridiculed. Second, it is violently opposed. Third, it is accepted as being self-evident." 

"The discovery of truth is prevented more effectively, not by the false appearance things present and which mislead into error, not directly by weakness of the reasoning powers, but by preconceived opinion, by prejudice." 

"The greatest of follies is to sacrifice health for any other kind of happiness." 
________________________________________
Ernst F. Schumacher  1911-1977  

British economic thinker and statistician

"The system of nature, of which man is a part, tends to be self-balancing, self-adjusting, self-cleansing. Not so with technology."

________________________________________
Jacques Anatole Thibault 1844 -1924
French poet, journalist and novelist
“If a million people say a foolish thing, it is still a foolish thing.”

________________________________________
Mark Twain  (Samuel Langhorne Clemens) 1835 - 1910


Author and humorist

“It is curious that physical courage should be so common in the world and moral courage so rare.”

“Whenever you find you are on the side of the majority, it is time to pause and reflect.”   
________________________________________
John Updike  1932 – 2009

American novelist, poet, literary critic

"It is impossible for a man to understand something if his income depends on not understanding it." 
________________________________________
William Wordsworth  1770 - 1850 

English Romantic Poet

“The world is too much with us; late and soon,

Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers;

Little we see in Nature that is ours;”

________________________________________
Yiddish Proverb

“You can't control the wind, but you can adjust your sails.”
